Press Release:
The third annual Northwestern University Conference on Human Rights (NUCHR), in coordination with the first annual National Summit of the Campus Coalition Against Trafficking (CCAT), is proud to announce a national student conference on human trafficking that will bring talented undergraduate and graduate student leaders and activists from colleges across the United States to Northwestern’s Evanston campus on April 6-8, 2006.  As one of only a few international student-run conferences on human rights for college-age students, NUCHR is a yearly conference initiative founded by Northwestern undergraduates and funded entirely by Northwestern University, which provides grants to student delegates from across the country to come and discuss specific topics in the human rights field.  Past conferences have focused on United States’ Interventionist policy as well as US Policy towards AIDS in the developing world.  The NUCHR conference model chooses a yearly topic area, and then selects the top student leaders for each year’s topic through a competitive application process that is national in scope.  This year’s pool of applicants for the topic of human trafficking was the largest and most diverse in NUCHR history. 
 
CCAT, a project sponsored by FAIR Fund and Polaris Project, is a grassroots outreach initiative designed for the purpose of engaging college campus and other student youth in anti-human trafficking efforts in their communities and abroad.  CCAT serves as a national coalition of student groups and activists on trafficking and is dedicated to building the anti-trafficking movement through supporting student organizing, encouraging positive student leadership, facilitating peer-to-peer learning between students, and providing students with access to resources and organizations directly working in the field. 
 
We are thrilled to share some exciting details about this year’s event:
 
·   Featured speakers include Ambassador John Miller of the State Department’s Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons, and Ambassador Olara Otunno the former U.N. Special Representative for Children in Armed Conflict and Ugandan Ambassador to the United Nations
· ·Accepted delegates to the conference represent 74 colleges and universities across the country, and students receiving travel stipends come from 34 of these institutions
· The group of students attending the conference will represent over 12 countries and four continents
· Speakers and panelists interacting with the students are comprised of the top academics, activists, on-the-ground service providers, and policy-makers in the anti-trafficking movement, and they are traveling to Northwestern from across the globe to attend the event
· The 3-day conference will include panels and presentations on global trafficking in the United States, Eastern Europe, East Asia, and Africa
· The conference will also afford the student delegates an opportunity to organize in geographical regions as well as organize around targeted topic areas of interest
 
For more information on the NUCHR, CCAT, FAIR Fund, or Polaris Project, please feel free to visit our websites:
www.nuchr.org
www.ccatcoalition.org
www.fairfund.org
www.polarisproject.org  
 
If you have any additional questions please feel free to contact the co-chairperson of this year’s conference Michael Chanin via e-mail m-chanin@northwestern.edu or phone 847.712.5673
