The Campus Coalition Against Trafficking (CCAT) At-a-Glance

A Project of FAIR Fund and Polaris Project

Project Launch Date: January 2005

Purpose: Using grassroots community mobilization to engage college campus and other student youth in anti-trafficking efforts in their communities and abroad.

Goals: The main goal of CCAT is to build the anti-trafficking movement by training emerging leaders, fostering youth empowerment, raising awareness about human trafficking, and encouraging cross-sectoral linkages among social justice issues.

CCAT Project Values: 

· Grassroots social change – CCAT uses a grassroots approach to catalyze social change and channel the passion and energy of students and youth.  

· Empowerment model - CCAT uses an empowerment model that helps identify, appreciate, and fully realize the strengths and aspirations of student leaders and activists.

· Multiculturalism – CCAT celebrates multiculturalism among its members and values diversity.  

· Solidarity – CCAT values openness and inclusiveness among student activities and strives to work in a spirit of partnership with other initiatives that avoids competition.    

· Cross-sectoral linkages – CCAT seeks to explore the linkages between trafficking and other social justice issues and to build emerging leaders who appreciate the interconnectedness of these issues.  

· Non-violence – By seeking to find common ground and understand difference perspectives, CCAT members help to foster an attitude of love, appreciation, and cooperation in their work in place of competitiveness, personal attacks, and divisiveness.  

CCAT Members: CCAT is open to both individual students and student groups who are interested in combating human trafficking.  

CCAT Partners: CCAT is supported by professors, researchers, local non-governmental organizations (NGOs), government officials, and other anti-trafficking activists.  

Program Activities: Through its efforts, CCAT programs engage in the following activities:

· Facilitating cross-sectoral training workshops, lectures, and readings for students that discuss human trafficking, women’s rights, labor rights, human rights, international migration policies, sexual exploitation, civil society, and beyond.  These events draw from a Speaker’s Bureau of available and interested presenters.  

· Catalyzing the creation of anti-trafficking campus student groups and offering suggestions and guidance for their activities.  Public awareness is a critical focus of many student activities.  

· Fostering inter-campus peer-to-peer dialogues between anti-trafficking student groups, as well as with student groups focusing on other social justice issues.

· Linking interested students with internship opportunities in a wide variety of agencies, including established anti-trafficking agencies and other types of agencies that work on social justice issues.

· Sponsoring national events, summits, and workshops that are open to CCAT members across the nation.

· Providing a core CCAT training manual/Resource Guide that helps introduce students to the anti-trafficking movement and provides useful tips and tools for doing anti-trafficking work.   

· Conducting research to identify what student activities are occurring around the country related to trafficking and what professors are teaching about trafficking in their college classes.   

· Hosting an online clearinghouse for student and professor research papers related to trafficking.  

· Providing a media clips compilation of the various ways that human trafficking is portrayed in the popular media.  

CCAT Online:
www.ccatcoalition.org
Program Sponsoring Agencies: FAIR Fund, Inc. and Polaris Project
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FAIR Fund is an international organization that supports and engages young women in civic activism to better their communities and lives. Program initiatives and projects are conceptualized and managed by local partners, thus ensuring beneficial long-term civic involvement and interest. Through cross-cultural collaboration, funding, and training, FAIR Fund advocates the active and successful participation of young women in the development of civil society. To date, FAIR Fund’s work has centered on preventing gender violence – in particular human trafficking – through community outreach, alternative life-skills development, and peer education. FAIR Fund’s programs have reached over 10,000 young people in two and a half years and have provided technical and programmatic support to over 40 social service organizations in 11 countries through out the United States, the Balkans, the former Soviet Union, Central Asia, and Africa.

Contact: Andrea Powell, Co-Director and Co-Founder, 202-986-5316, APowell@fairfund.org 
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Polaris Project is a Washington, DC-based grassroots non-governmental organization (NGO) that works locally, nationally, and globally to combat all forms of human trafficking using a comprehensive approach.  Founded in 2002 in the spirit of the Underground Railroad, Polaris brings together grassroots activists, students, survivors of trafficking, and professionals to provide services, conduct advocacy, and build the anti-trafficking movement. With offices in Washington, DC, New Jersey, and Tokyo, Japan as well as a growing number of chapters throughout the United States, Polaris strives to empower individual survivors while also working towards long-term social change.   

www.polarisproject.org 

Contact: Bradley Myles, National Program Coordinator, 202-745-1001, BMyles@polarisproject.org
