DRAFT RESOLUTION
THE UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

Resolution 2007/?
Establishing a Permanent Expert Group on Indigenous 




Peoples’ Human Rights in accordance with decision 6 of 




the General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 3 April 2006

The Human Rights Council,

Considering that the General Assembly, in its resolution 60/251 of April 3, 2006 that the Council shall “assume, review, and where necessary, improve and rationalize all mandates, mechanisms, functions and responsibilities of the Commission on Human Rights in order to maintain a system of special procedures, expert advise and a complaint procedure”;    


Considering that representatives of Indigenous Peoples from all regions of the world have supported the creation of the Human Rights Council as a renewed opportunity to improve, strengthen and streamline the way that the United Nations considers and addresses the human rights of Indigenous Peoples and All Peoples;  

Affirming that the participation of Indigenous Peoples can provide invaluable input and opportunity for increased understanding and capacity among states, UN experts and Indigenous Peoples in addressing a range of human rights situations; 


Considering that the General Assembly, in its resolution 59/174 of 20 December 2004, proclaimed the Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous Peoples, commencing on 1 January 2005, establishing as the goal of the new Decade to further strengthen international cooperation for the solution of problems faced by indigenous people in such areas as culture, education, health, human rights, the environment and social and economic development, by means of action-oriented programmes and specific projects, increased technical assistance and relevant standard-setting activities;

Reiterating that Indigenous Peoples want to support the work of the Council and to assist its members, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples and other mechanisms established by the Council to carry out their important mandates regarding the human rights of Indigenous Peoples;  


Reaffirming the urgent need to recognize, promote and protect more effectively the human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples and the important role to be played in that respect by all existing mechanisms within the United Nations system mandated to review indigenous issues;

Reaffirming the commitment of the Council to uphold and address the human rights of Indigenous Peoples as one of its stated priorities. 

The United Nations Human Rights Council therefore resolves at its _______ session to establish a Permanent Expert Group on Indigenous Peoples’ Human Rights; 
The United Nations Human Rights Council further decides that the Permanent Expert Group on Indigenous Peoples’ Human Rights: 

1) Will consist of two experts from state members of the Council; two Special Rapporteurs including the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples and one other thematic Rapporteur selected on an annual rotating basis; and two Indigenous expert members nominated by Indigenous Peoples and selected in a process to be determined by the Council.  The state and Indigenous experts would rotate among the regions in a 2 – 3 year cycle. 

2) Will be coordinated by the Human Rights Council in collaboration with the Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights in accordance with the instructions of the Council.

3) Will meet for one (or two?) weeks per year in coordination with meetings of the Council 
4) Will be organized to provide effective participation and input from states, Indigenous Peoples, UN Special Rapporteurs and the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues to address a range of human rights issues and concerns. 

5) Carry out its functions in order to: 

a. facilitate the exchange of information and updates among participants  

b. develop a work plan for the Council to carry out its organization of work regarding its agenda item focusing on the Human Rights of Indigenous Peoples, including recommendations for effective input by organizations with ECOSOC Consultative status, Special Rapporteurs and the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues  

c. facilitate communications between the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples and other Special Rapporteurs regarding human rights issues of concern to Indigenous Peoples   

d. provide information to the Human Rights Council, OHCHR and its Special Rapporteurs regarding developing situations

e. recommend and, when appropriate, assist the Human Rights Council and the OHCHR to organize expert seminars to address and elaborate key relevant themes and areas of concern regarding  Indigenous Peoples’ Human Rights 

f. Assist the OHCHR in its technical cooperation activities 

g. Other tasks to be assigned          

6) Will include participation of Indigenous Peoples on the same basis as participation in the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.

7) Will provide reports directly to the Human Rights Council on a regular basis 


Adopted by consensus of the Human Rights Council this _____ day of ______, 2007
*Submitted for discussion by IITC and IOIRD 
