May 30, 2005

Osaka, Japan

Dear Friends,

I am glad to have been asked by Kristi to join this meeting. Unfortunately, due to a previous travel, I have to beg off at the last moment. 

Teacher training is an area that we in HURIGHTS OSAKA see as a need in promoting the institutionalization or mainstreaming of human rights education in the formal education systems of Asia. The task, based on our experience, is not easy. There is a clear resistance against human rights education in some sections of the education bureaucracies. But we are inspired by the efforts of so many institutions and individuals in undertaking teacher training on human rights education in our region. We therefore continue to support it either as our own little project or in support of other institutions’ programs.

I look forward to knowing the results of your discussions. I also look forward to helping out in any regional activity that may be undertaken in the future.

See you all sooner or later.

Best regards,

Jeff Plantilla

