Constitutional Provisions Referring to the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
 (As of June 2005)
Afghanistan Constitution (2004)
Preamble: “Observing the United Nations Charter and respecting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.”


Andorra Constitution (1993)
Article 5: “The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is binding in Andorra.”
 
Argentina Constitution (1998)
Section 75, Article 22: “Congress is empowered:….To approve or reject treaties concluded with other nations and international organizations, and concordats with the Holy See.  Treaties and concordats have a higher authority than laws:  The American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man; the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; the American Convention on Human Rights; the International Pact (sic) on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; the International Pact (sic) on Civil and Political Rights and its empowering Protocol; the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide; the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination; the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Woman; the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatments or Punishments; the Convention on the Rights of the Child; in the full force of their provisions, they have constitutional hierarchy, do not repeal any section of the First Part of this Constitution and are to be understood as complementing the rights and guarantees recognized herein.” 

Belize Constitution (1981)
Article 10: “The Constitution shall include a comprehensive section on human rights and freedoms, elaborating the general principles set out in the White Paper and drawing as appropriate on the UN Covenants on Civil and Political Rights and on Economic Social and Cultural Rights, and on other Commonwealth Constitutions (particularly those of Caribbean countries).”
Benin Constitution (1990)

Preamble: “We, the people of Benin, reaffirm our commitment to the principles of democracy and humans rights, as they were defined by the Charter of the United Nations of 1945, the Universal Declaration of Humans Rights of 1948, the African Charter on Human and People's  Rights adopted in 1981 by the Organization for African Unity, and ratified by Benin on 20 January 1986, the provisions of which form an integral part of this Constitution and Beninese law, and have a value higher than the internal law.”


Bolivia Constitution (2002)
Article 6 (V): “The fundamental rights guaranteed to individuals will be interpreted and applied according to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as well as international conventions and covenants ratified by the Bolivian government.”
Bosnia and Herzegovina Constitution (1995)
Preamble: “Determined to ensure full respect for international humanitarian law,
Inspired by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Civil and Political Rights and on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities, as well as other human rights instruments….”

Burkina Faso Constitution (1997)
Preamble: “We, the sovereign people of Burkina Faso, seeking economic and political integration with other African people for the construction of a federative united Africa, and subscribing to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948, and to the international instruments addressing economic, political, social, and cultural problems…”


Burundi Constitution (1992)

Preamble: “We, the people of Burundi,…proclaim our commitment  to and respect for fundamental  human rights, such as those resulting from the Universal Declaration of Human Right of December 10, 1948…”
Cambodia Constitution (1999)
Chapter III, Article 31: “The Kingdom of Cambodia shall recognize and respect human  rights as stipulated in the United Nations Charter, the Universal Declaration of  Human Rights, the covenants and conventions related to human rights, women’s and  children’s rights.”
Cameroon Constitution (1972)

Preamble: “We, the people of Cameroon, affirm our attachment to the fundamental freedoms enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Charter of the United Nations, and the African Charter on Human and People's Rights, and all duly ratified international 
conventions relating thereto…”

Cape Verde Constitution (1992)
Part II, Title I, Article 16 (3): “The constitutional and legal norm concerning fundamental rights shall be interpreted and the gaps filled in conformity with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.” 

Chad Constitution (1996)

Introduction: “Consequently, we the people of Chad reaffirm our commitment  to the principles of human rights as they are  defined in  the Charter of the United  Nations of 1945, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948, and the African Charter on Human and People's Rights adopted in 1981.”

Comoros Constitution (2001)

Preamble: “The Comorian people solemnly affirm their willingness to: 

declare their commitment  to the principles of fundamental human rights and freedoms as they are defined by the Charter of the United Nations… the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of the United Nations…as well as  international conventions, in particular those relating to the rights of children and women.”

Congo Constitution (1992)
Preamble: “Consequently, we the Congolese people, concerned to…declare as an integral part of the present Constitution the principles proclaimed and guaranteed by the 1945 Charter of the United Nations, the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 1948 African Charter for the Rights of Man and People, and all duly ratified pertinent international texts…”

Côte d'Ivoire Constitution (2000)
Preamble: “The people of the Ivory Coast proclaim their support for the rights and freedoms as defined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948…”


Equatorial Guinea Constitution (1996)
Preamble: “We the people of Equatorial Guinea, conscious of our responsibility before God and history….Firmly support the principles of social justice and solemnly reaffirm our attachment to the mental freedoms enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948.”
 
Ethiopia Constitution (1994)
Article 13 (2): “The fundamental rights and freedoms specified in this Chapter shall be interpreted in a manner conforming to the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, International Covenants on Human Rights and International instruments adopted by Ethiopia.”
 
Gabon Constitution (1991)
Preamble: “We the people of Gabon, conscious of our responsibility before history….Solemnly affirm our commitment to the fundamental human rights and freedoms established in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948…”

Georgia Constitution (2004)
Preamble: “The citizens of Georgia, whose firm will is to establish a democratic social order, economic freedom, a Rule of Law based social state, to secure universally recognized human rights and freedoms…”
Guinea Constitution (2001)
Preamble: “The people of Guinea proclaim….their support for the ideals, principles, rights, and duties established in the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights…”

Guinea-Bissau Constitution (1996)
Article 29 (2): “Constitutional and legal procedures relating to fundamental rights have to be interpreted in harmony with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.”

Haiti Constitution (1987)
Preamble: “The Haitian people proclaim this constitution in order to ensure their inalienable and imprescriptible rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness; in conformity with the Act of Independence of 1804 and the Universal Declaration of the Rights of Man (sic) of 1948”

 Kyrgyzstan Constitution (1998)
Chapter Two, Section One, Article 16 (1): “In the Kyrgyz Republic, basic human rights and freedoms are recognized and guaranteed in accordance with universally accepted norms and principles of international law, international treaties and agreements concerning human rights which are ratified by the Kyrgyz Republic…”
 
Latvia Declaration on the Accession to Human Rights Instruments (1990)
Part I: “Acknowledging the special significance in guaranteeing human rights of international instruments adopted by the UN and its specialized agencies…the Republic of Latvia accedes to 
the following international instruments:
(1) Universal Declaration of Human Rights 10 December 1948
(2) International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 16 December 1966
(3) International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 16 December 1966.”

Lebanon Constitution (1990)
Preamble: “Lebanon is also a founding and active member of the United Nations Organization and abides by its covenants and by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Government shall embody these principles in all fields and areas without exception.”
 
Mali Constitution (1992)
Preamble: “The Sovereign People of Mali subscribe to the Universal Declaration of the Rights of Man (sic) of December 10, 1948, and to the African Charter of the Rights of Man and the People of June 27, 1981.”

Mauritania Constitution (1991)
Preamble: “….it also solemnly proclaims its attachment to Islam and to the principles of democracy as they have been defined by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 10 Dec 1948, and by the African Charter of Human and Peoples Rights of 28 June 1981, as well as in the other international conventions which Mauritania has signed.”

Nicaragua Constitution (2000)
Article 46: “…protection and recognition of the inherent rights of human beings, and of the unrestricted respect, promotion, and protection of human rights contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, in the International Covenant of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, and in the International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights of the United Nations…”


Niger Constitution (1999)
Preamble: “We, the sovereign people of Niger, proclaim our commitment to the principles of the pluralist democracy and the [Universal Declaration of] Human Rights of 1948...”

Palestine Constitution (4th Draft, February 1996)
Chapter 2, Section 1, Article 8: “Palestine recognizes and respects the fundamental human rights and freedoms prescribed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Convention against Torture and other Cruel Inhuman or Degrading Treatment and Punishment and other Conventions and Covenants which secure such rights and freedoms.”
Papua New Guinea Constitution (1975)

Article 39 (3): “For the purposes of determining whether or not any law, matter or thing is reasonably justified in a democratic society that has a proper regard for the rights and dignity of mankind, a court may have regard to the provisions of this Constitution …. the Charter of the United Nations; and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and any other declaration, recommendation or decision of the General Assembly of the United Nations concerning human rights and fundamental freedoms.”

Peru Constitution (1993)
Article 206 (4): “Norms relating to the rights and freedoms recognized by the Constitution are interpreted in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and with international treaties and agreements on those rights that have been ratified by Peru.”
 
Portugal Constitution (1989)
Article 16 (2): “The provisions of the Constitution and laws relating to fundamental rights are to be read and interpreted in harmony with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.”
 
Republic of Moldova Constitution (1994)

Article 4 (1): “Constitutional provisions for human rights and freedoms shall be understood and implemented in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and with other conventions and treaties endorsed by the Republic of Moldova.”
Romania Constitution (2003)
Article 20 (1): “Constitutional provisions concerning the citizens' rights and freedoms shall be interpreted and enforced in conformity with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, with the covenants and other treaties Romania is a party to.”
Rwanda Constitution (1991)
Preamble: “Faithful to democratic principles and concerned about ensuring the protection of human rights and promoting respect for fundamental freedoms, in accordance with the 'Universal Declaration of Human Rights' and the 'African Charter of Rights of Humans and People'…”
 
Senegal Constitution (2001)

Preamble: “Affirming its support for the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen of 1789, and other international instruments adopted by the United Nations and the Organization for African Unity, notably the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of December 10, 1948, and conventions for the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women (December 18,1979) and  children (November 20, 1989)…”

Spain Constitution (1992)

Article 10 (2): “The norms relative to basic rights and liberties which are recognized by the Constitution shall be interpreted in conformity with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the international treaties and agreements on those matters ratified by Spain.”
Timor-Leste Constitution (2001)
Section 23: “Fundamental rights enshrined in the Constitution shall not exclude any other rights provided for by the law and shall be interpreted in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.”

United Kingdom Legal System (1992)
Chapter 1, Part 2, Section 2: “Since the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is not a legally binding document, the UN General Assembly adopted, in 1966, the 'International Covenant on Economic, Social and Political (sic) Rights' and the 'International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights'. Britain ratified both covenants in 1976.”
United Republic of Tanzania (1997)
Part II (9f): “Therefore, the state authority and all its agencies are obliged to direct their policies and programmes toward ensuring..…that human dignity is preserved and upheld in accordance with the spirit of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights…”
Yemen Constitution (1994)
Chapter I, Article (6): “The Republic of Yemen confirms its adherence to the UN Charter, the International (sic) Declaration of Human Rights, the Charter of the Arab League, and dogma of international law which are generally recognized.”
European Union Constitution (2004)

Article II-61: “Human dignity is inviolable. It must be respected and protected. Declarations - Title I, Article 1:  The dignity of the human person is not only a fundamental right in itself but constitutes the real basis of fundamental rights. The 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights enshrined human dignity in its preamble: 'Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world.'” 
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