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It is a pleasure for me to send greetings to you all, human rights education practitioners and researchers from various continents. I would like to express my appreciation to the University of Minnesota Human Rights Center for having organized this meeting in cooperation with the Third Millennium Foundation and the International Center for Tolerance Education. Such partnership among various institutions is an example of synergetic efforts which my Office is very pleased to encourage and support.

As you may know, last December, on the occasion of Human Rights Day, the General Assembly proclaimed the World Programme for Human Rights Education to start on 1 January 2005. In doing so, the Assembly provided all of us with a global common framework beyond the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education (1995-2004) in order to advance implementation of human rights education programmes in all sectors. The proclamation of the World Programme highlighted the agreement within the international community that human rights education constitutes a fundamental long-term strategy for the prevention of human rights abuses and violent conflicts, the promotion of equality and sustainable development and the enhancement of people’s participation in decision-making processes within democratic systems. 

The first three years (2005-2007) of the World Programme are focussing on the integration of human rights education within the primary and secondary school systems. My Office, in close consultation with UNESCO as well as governmental and non-governmental practitioners has prepared a related plan of action (UN Doc. A/59/525/Add.1), whose adoption by the General Assembly is expected any time soon. 
The plan of action draws on the principles and frameworks set by several international human rights instruments and is based on the understanding that the infusion of human rights education in the school system is a complex process. It includes not only the integration of human rights issues in the curriculum but involves also the educational processes, the pedagogical methods and the environment within which education takes place. 
Accordingly, human rights education in the school system should entail various courses of action, which are equally important and mutually reinforcing: 

- First: developing and adopting coherent educational policies, legislation and strategies that reflect human rights principles, as well as of appropriate organizational measures to implement those policies, with the involvement of all stakeholders;
- Second: ensuring that all teaching and learning processes and tools - including for instance the content and objectives of the curriculum, teaching practices and methodologies as well as materials, including textbooks - are based on and incorporate human rights principles;
- Third: promoting learning environments in which human rights are respected and upheld. All school actors (students, teachers, staff and administrators and parents) should practice human rights and solidarity through real-life examples and activities, and children should be able to participate fully in school life;
- Fourth: providing the teaching profession and school leadership, through pre-service and in-service training, with the necessary knowledge, understanding, skills and competencies to facilitate the learning and practice of human rights in schools, as well as with appropriate working conditions and status.

I welcome your meeting today and in the next few days as an important contribution to the World Programme for Human Rights Education. You will discuss research, networking and information-sharing in the area of teacher training with the goal to develop recommendations and future activities at the international, regional and national levels. In this regard, my Office looks forward to the outcome of your consultations and to possible follow-up initiatives. As a matter of fact, United Nations programmes - such as the past United Nations Decade and the current World Programme for Human Rights Education - acquire a real value only if relevant actors take responsibility to implement them in their communities and use them as mobilization and lobbying tools. My Office stands ready to support your activities in any possible way.

I send you my best personal wishes for a fruitful meeting and for your continued human rights education work. 
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