TEACHERS’ LOUNGE OF HOPE

WHAT DOES THIS IS MY HOME PROVIDE?
This is My Home (www.thisismyhome.org ) was designed and developed to provide a systematic framework to assist educators, school administrators, education support professionals, and community members in promoting and protecting human rights by connecting students to one another, their schools, families, and communities.  This is My Home weaves together learning about human rights principles, values, and standards with learning new skills for putting this knowledge into practice. Through participation in This is My Home, you will be exposed to: 




K-12 Statewide Human Rights Education Curriculum with Interactive and Multi-Media Educational Formats


This curriculum provides a scope and sequence for teaching human rights language, principles and skills. It is a blend of educational materials in multiple formats. For example, four lesson plans have been developed for use in K-12 teaching (one for each of K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12 levels) and can be printed out for use in the classroom. The Human Rights Process Model is a flexible online tool that helps educators and students develop their own lesson plans using a seven step process. This is My Home also includes a DVD that illustrates students’ different cultural experiences in the state of Minnesota. Additional online links to resources are also included so that users can access more information regarding cultural diversity and human rights. All these materials are also available in a convenient Tool Kit for each of the estimated 3,000 schools in Minnesota.





Education Standards Integrated into K-12 Lesson Plans and Online Lesson Planning Tool


This is My Home has integrated Minnesota Academic Standards into the four lesson plans mentioned above. All objectives for each of the four units have been linked to statewide standards, as well as international human rights educational standards. These standards include the Minnesota Human Rights Act, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Human Rights Process Model also prompts users to include both educational and statewide standards.





Free, Downloadable Resources


All materials related to This is My Home are available at no cost on the Internet; any computer with an Internet connection can access these materials for use in the classroom. The online availability of materials makes this initiative easily deliverable to educators in different locations across Minnesota, increasing outreach to educators located anywhere in the state, as well as beyond.





Collaborative Effort of Diverse Community Partnerships and Statewide Outreach


By participating in This is My Home, you are joining a network of educators and community members who are dedicated to helping you succeed in integrating human rights education in your classroom. This initiative is focused on building partnerships and sharing effective practices between schools and the larger community.  





Sharing Human Rights Education Practices and Impact


When visiting the This is My Home website, users are prompted to register themselves as a way to build a network of human rights educators throughout the state, but, more importantly, identify their needs in order to send out useful information and provide effective follow-up support. This is My Home strives to document, share, and improve human rights education practices. A built-in evaluation process will measure impact on four levels: student, school, family and community. This process will allow educators to constantly adjust their practices and keep up on the emerging trends in human rights education.











