Summary of Education Minnesota Survey 

Conducted on October 18th, 2007
Survey Description:


The Education Minnesota questionnaire was designed to assess overall use and value of, and need for human rights education among those educators who visited the University of Minnesota Human Rights Center conference booth. The questionnaire also measured familiarity with, need for, and use of This is My Home (TIMH) among respondents. The questionnaire was built to gather general interest and experience around HRE overall and then direct respondents to the needed resources based on their responses. For those who indicated knowledge of and/or possession of the TIMH materials, questions addressing their own sense of preparedness as well as the actual use of specific materials were included. Respondents who indicated that they were unfamiliar with TIMH were introduced to TIMH and given the opportunity to request TIMH and other HRC resources.

Viewed in combination, these survey responses gave the HRC a glimpse into reaction to HRE goals, the extent of local HRE in school policy and classrooms, need for materials, use of materials, and interest in additional resources and opportunities related to HRE. Individuals who completed the survey did so by visiting the University of Minnesota Human Rights Center booth where two computers were set up for taking the online survey. Those who approached the booth were most likely interested in human rights, therefore, it can be expected that the group of respondents may not illustrate the general educator population attending the conference.  However, their responses and feedback provide insight into their concerns, interests, and needs. The sections below outline areas of interest and significance that surfaced in the survey data.

General Survey Response Categories: 

Respondent Breakdown:

Among the total of 50 respondents, 66% were teachers, 2% were administrators, and 2% were staff. 32.7% marked “other” and indicated that they were student teachers (5), school social workers (2), an environmental educator (1), a retired educator (1), and a substitute teacher (1).

See SurveyMonkey Question 2 – for breakdown of institutions where respondents work.
Current HRE incorporation in classroom:

· 37 (74%) of educators indicated that they had incorporated HRE into their classrooms in the last month. 

· The majority (28) of these indicated that they had done so between one and five times 

· The remaining respondents indicated that they had done so between 6 and 10 times (3 respondents), 11 and 15 times (1 respondent), and more than 15 times (5 respondents)
· Five of the 13 educators who responded that they hadn’t incorporated  HRE into their classrooms were classroom teachers, while eight of the 13 were either not yet teachers or were substitute teachers, giving them little control over curricular content.

World Programme for Human Rights Education goals (paraphrased) and teacher position on human rights education


Between 71% and 86% of respondents described each of the following goals as “very influential” on their position on human rights education in the classroom: improved student learning; use of participatory teaching and learning methods; increased student access to school opportunities and activities; increased student participation in school activities; enhanced conflict resolution skills among students, teachers and staff; increased student knowledge of democratic citizenship and values.
Value of HRE in schools


All respondents indicated that they think HRE is valuable in schools.
Interest in Integrating HRE into classroom:

All respondents with the exception of one non-response, indicated interest in integrating HRE into their classroom or school with 69% indicating “very interested” and 31% indicating “somewhat interested.”
Current Organizational Goals

40% of respondents clearly indicated awareness of whether their school had goals related to HRE, whereas 60% indicated that they were “not sure” about HRE related goals in their organization. Making up the 40% of respondents aware of whether HRE goals existed were 13 respondents who acknowledged that there were HRE related goals in their organization and 7 who replied that there were not HRE related goals in their organization.

So, while nearly 26% (13 individuals) of respondents acknowledged organizational goals related to HRE, the majority (74%) either did not know about HRE related goals or knew there were no HRE related goals in schools. This indicates a need for a more comprehensive approach to HRE so that goals and policy statements can be more easily recognizable and have more potential impact on actual school and classroom practice. 
Groups that Respondents Would Use HRE With


The bar graph below displays a cursory view of the types of groups that respondents indicated they’d use HRE with. *Note: Respondents were asked to check all age levels that apply to them, so the total will not be equal to 50 respondents.
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Survey Response Categories related to TIMH Curriculum and Online Resources:

Overall Educator Familiarity with TIMH


While one-third of respondents were familiar with TIMH, two-thirds were not. This data clearly indicate the value of the HRC presence at Education Minnesota in terms of outreach. 

Educators Unfamiliar with TIMH:

The 36 educators who indicated that they were not familiar with TIMH were presented with a brief description of TIMH and the Toolkit. Of those 35, 26 indicated that they were interested in receiving a toolkit in the mail, while 10 indicated that they were not (most of them were given a toolkit at the booth).

Educators Familiar with TIMH



The questions aimed toward educators already familiar with TIMH proved informative for future TIMH teacher support and outreach. Keep in mind that only 14 of 49 respondents fell into this category and that findings cannot be generalized to larger groups. The fact that over half of teachers who knew about TIMH prior to the 2007 Education Minnesota conference learned about TIMH through conferences or presentations indicates the value of the HRC Educational Coordinator’s presence at such events.


Educators who indicated that they were familiar with TIMH were asked to rank their sense of preparedness as “very unprepared, somewhat unprepared, somewhat prepared, or prepared” across the following content areas: knowledge/training; books, curriculum planning tools and samples; and online/multimedia resources. 

Responses related to training and knowledge fell quite evenly between “prepared” (5) and “somewhat prepared” (5), with 3 respondents indicating they felt “somewhat unprepared.” In relation to books, curriculum planning tools and samples, and online/multimedia resources, half of respondents (7) felt “somewhat prepared,” whereas two respondents felt “prepared” and four respondents felt “somewhat unprepared.” The generally positive nature of these responses is promising. However, it should be kept in mind that these respondents were already aware of TIMH and, therefore, had likely used the materials and even participated in the training. Such factors would likely yield many positive responses. Furthermore, those responses indicating as sense of relative uncertainty in terms of preparedness call for additional support in order for meaningful and sustainable HRE to take place.
When encouraged to request additional resources, teachers indicated gratitude for previous support, interest in publications and lesson plans, as well as specific needs around addressing poverty and homelessness, at-risk youth, and extremely diverse groups with little or no human rights knowledge to those who experienced “extreme circumstances” in their home countries. These educators’ articulation of general and specific areas of additional need demonstrate ongoing need for collaboration with teachers in order to prepare relevant HRE.

Respondents Who Already Had Toolkits

Of the small group (8 educators) who where familiar with TIMH and who already had a toolkit, the most popular items (used by 50% or more of respondents) were the Universal Declaration of Human Rights booklet, the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child booklet, and the Human Rights and Peace Store, where they were able to purchase additional resources. The Taking the Human Rights Temperature of Your School Questionnaire and the Online Curriculum units were used by about 3 of 8 respondents. This valuable information about the use of the Toolkit components will guide future decisions and priorities as the HRC continues to provide practical resources to educators.

All Educators’ Responses to Further Communication/Opportunities
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The graph above illustrates responses of all educators who indicated interest in receiving additional resources. Again, respondents were able to mark more than one category, so the total number of requests will be greater than 49. While the toolkit was apparently the most popular resource requested, teacher lesson plans, books, and curricula were the second most requested items.
Toolkit Related Information

In the group of educators who had already known about TIMH, eight already had toolkits, six additional educators requested Toolkits, which were sent out via mail less than 2 weeks later. Of those who were not familiar with TIMH, 26 requested toolkits and 10 were not interested in receiving one. Altogether, 32 Toolkits were sent out either to educators who had initially learned about TIMH (26) and to teachers who already knew about but had not yet received TIMH (6).
