DEFINITIONS AND EXAMPLES OF KEY CONCEPTS

PRACTICES AND SKILLS

Grades 3-5

Civic Engagement- Adding one’s voice to community conversations on behalf of others. To participate in public life, encourage other people to participate in public life, and join in common work that promotes the well-being of everyone.


Task Force on Civic Engagement, University of Minnesota

http://www.actionforchange.org/getinformed/civic-engagement.html

Critical Thinking- Analyzing and contemplating past, present, or future experiences and history. To develop the ability to be able to see multiple sides and perspectives of the story. Using critical thinking skills means to decide what to do or believe.
Listening to and Understanding Diverse Perspectives- Exercising the ability to listen, understand, and apply diverse perspectives and stories to one’s daily experiences.  Diversity refers the representation of multiple groups within a community or area, such as a school or a workplace.
Article 2 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights outlines States’ and individuals’ responsibility to respect differences, such as religion, race, gender, age, etc.


http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/b1udhr.htm                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Diversity of opinion is protected under Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.


http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/b1udhr.htm                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Distinguishing between Fact, Opinion, and Reasoned Judgment- Fact can be defined as knowledge or information based on real occurrences or empirical evidence, while opinions are beliefs or conclusions held with confidence but not substantiated by positive knowledge or proof. Judgment means discernment, assessment/comparing of ideas to arrive at truth with reason. Reasoned judgment is any belief or conclusion reached on the basis of careful thought and reflection, distinguished from mere or unreasoned opinion on the one hand, and from sheer fact on the other. 

Recognizing and Evaluating History- Analyzing an historical event from different cultural perspectives, including race, gender, language, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth, or other status.
Distinguishing Between Wants, Needs and Rights- A want is a desire, whereas a need is a necessity. Human rights are mutual, equal, universal, non-discriminatory, inalienable, indivisible and interdependent. 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights introduced the notion in the public realm that rights had a moral dimension, independent of and overriding (where relevant) the legislature or government which granted specific legal rights.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rights
Examining Assumptions- An assumption is something taken for granted or accepted as true without proof.  An assumption can be a generalization based on limited experience.  
Identifying assumptions in a critical thinking skill.

Ability to Treat Self and Others Fairly- Treating self or others equally, justly, and respectfully.
Performing School or Community Service- Service that is designed to assist in addressing community problems such as housing, poverty, government, recreation, employment, youth opportunities, transportation, health, and land use.  

Empathizing with Another Person-Higher Education Act of November 8, 1965.  http://www.higher-
ed.org/resources/HEA1.htm

 To listen deeply to another person’s story or experience and connect to the person’s story on an emotional level.

Social Responsibility- Ensuring that our actions produce an overall positive impact on society and on the promotion and protection of human rights.
