DEFINITIONS AND EXAMPLES OF KEY CONCEPTS

HUMAN RIGHTS LANGUAGE, PRINCIPLES, & VALUES
Grades K-2
Community - A group of people who have common interests or are viewed as forming a distinct segment of society.  Community can also mean a society as a whole. 
Human Rights Community - A community based on human rights, where respect for the fundamental dignity of each individual is recognized as essential to the functioning and advancement of society. A community that works to uphold each article of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

Equality -The notion of fairness and respect for the inherent dignity of all human beings, as specified in Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: "All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights."
Human Dignity - The principles of human rights are founded on the notion that each individual, regardless of age, culture, disability, ethnicity, faith, gender, language, race, sexual orientation, or social class, deserves to be honored and respected.
Justice - Conformity to fairness, equity, and morality in action or attitude in order to promote and protect human rights and responsibilities. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights recognizes that justice, along with freedom and peace, is the foundation built from treating humans with dignity.
Non-Discrimination - Non-discrimination is vital to the concept of equality.  It ensures that no one is denied the protection of their human rights based on some external factors.  Reference to some factors that contribute to discrimination contained in international human rights treaties include race, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth, or other status. The criteria identified in the treaties, however, are only examples.  It does not mean that discrimination is allowed on other grounds. Article 2 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights describes non-discrimination.

Respect - To honor, admire, appreciate, or look up to.
Responsibility –

Government responsibility - Human rights are not gifts given at the pleasure of governments, nor should governments withhold them or apply them to some people but not to others.  Governments must be held accountable for promoting and protecting the human rights of all persons.

Individual responsibility - Every individual has an obligation, a duty, and a responsibility to teach human rights, to respect human rights, and to challenge institutions and individuals that abuse them.  

Other responsible entities - Every organ of society, including corporations, non-governmental organizations, foundations, and educational institutions also share responsibility for the promotion and protection of human rights.
Human Rights Principles, This is My Home
Self - The total, essential, or particular being of a person; the individual.
Example: Self-determination, as mentioned in Article 1 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
