DEFINITIONS AND EXAMPLES OF KEY CONCEPTS

HUMAN RIGHTS LANGUAGE, PRINCIPLES, & VALUES
Grades 3-5

Democracy - The principles of promoting and protecting human rights, or of social equality and respect for the individual within a community. A system of equal opportunity and fair treatment for all.
Freedom - Political independence, liberty. 

Universal freedoms are elucidated throughout the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, such as freedom of thought, conscience, religion, opinion and expression.  
Group Rights - The right of groups to protect their interests and identities.
Government - The act or process of governing, especially the decision-making and implementation of public policy in a political unit. The authority, leadership, or agent responsible for promoting and protecting human rights. Article 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights ensures the right to participate in government and in free elections.

Individual Rights - A legal term referring to what one is allowed to do and what can be done to an individual.

“Realizing that the individual, having duties to other individuals and to the community to which he belongs, is under a responsibility to strive for the promotion and observance of the rights recognized in the [International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights]…”

Rule of Law - A government must function or operate in support of written laws, which should be adopted through an established procedure. This principle is intended to be a safeguard against unfair rulings in individual cases. Thus, those who make and enforce the law must uphold the law.  
Security - The level of protection or safety by or for an individual, group or system against some unwanted problem or event such as arbitrary detention, food deprivation, or unwarranted physical harm.
Social Justice - The practice of promoting and protecting human rights and responsibilities.
