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Close the Gap: Capacity Building Workshop for Human Rights Commissioners
· When:  December, 2008
· Who:  Up to 20 Human Rights Commissioners attending the Annual League Conference 
· Where: University of Minnesota Law School, Human Rights Resource Center, 229-19th Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55455
· How: Submit a registration form to Natela Jordan at jorda274@umn.edu. Should you have any questions, please e-mail or call Natela at 612-625-2857
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This new 5-part documentary series produced by the Twin Cities Public Television (tpt) in partnership with the Itasca Project examines the widening gaps between Minnesotans.  The Itasca Project had commissioned the Brookings Institution to research disparities in the Twin Cities. The Mind the Gap report has identified race, class, and place as factors of key importance to the vitality of the Twin Cities region. The series focuses on Minnesotans facing daunting struggles because of the color of their skin, their income, and where they live. It also offers some new ideas, solutions, and hope. 
The Community Guide on Race, Class, and Place Disparities in the Twin Cities

The Community Guide on Race, Class, and Place Disparities in the Twin Cities is a manual designed for Human Rights Commissions, non-profit organizations, and community organizers. It is an accompaniment to documentary series created by Twin Cities Public Television (tpt).


The first documentary, Making the Case, highlights the Itasca efforts in the region and introduces the findings of the Mind the Gap research. 

The other three documentaries on Race, Class, and Place focus on these three disparities in the Twin Cities by telling the stories of Minnesotans experiencing negative personal and community impact resulting from these gaps. 

The series concludes with Making Change, an inspiring collection of successful practices developed by individuals, local businesses, government services, and faith-based organizations.  
Close the Gap: Capacity Building Workshop for Human Rights Commissioners
Human Rights Commissions are seen as natural allies in engaging communities in meaningful dialogues about race, class and place disparities and inspiring local action. The Human Rights Center would like to invite up to 20 local Human Rights Commissions for a one-day workshop to introduce the new documentary series and the Community Guide, and discuss ways in which Human Rights Commissions can use these new resources in their communities.
The workshop will address:

· The role of Human Rights Commissioners in integrating This is My Home into school climate and curriculum;
· On-line Community Action Planning Tool and development of HRC Action Plans;
· Community Action Funds for Human Rights Commissions;
· Ways of evaluating and documenting the impact of This is My Home.
