St. Louis Park Human Rights Commission’s
International Film Series

The Lost Boys of Sudan

[image: image1.jpg]


Lost Boys of Sudan is an Emmy-nominated feature-length documentary that follows two Sudanese refugees on an extraordinary journey from Africa to America. Orphaned as young boys in one of Africa's cruelest civil wars, Peter Dut and Santino Chuor survived lion attacks and militia gunfire to reach a refugee camp in Kenya along with thousands of other children. From there, remarkably, they were chosen to come to America. Safe at last from physical danger and hunger, a world away from home, they find themselves confronted with the abundance and alienation of contemporary American suburbia. 
Lost Boys of Sudan won an Independent Spirit Award and screened theatrically in 70 cities across the U.S. to strong audience and critical praise. The film was broadcast nationally on the PBS series POV in the fall of 2004 and earned two national Emmy nominations. 

An extensive national outreach campaign has brought Lost Boys of Sudan to thousands of community settings to build awareness and support for refugees and the crisis in Darfur, Sudan. The film screened on Capitol Hill with the Congressional Refugee and Human Rights Caucuses as well as with the State Department's Refugee and Migration Bureau. It is in use as an educational tool by Amnesty International and the United Nations. 
Lost Boys of Sudan has already: 

· Raised a million dollars in direct educational support for refugee education funds across the country. 

· Recruited thousands of volunteers for local community organizations. 

· Raised funds and political action for the Darfur crisis.
The Children’s Theater is currently performing a theatrical version of this movie.    This film is available through the Human Rights Center at University of MN.
War Games
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In January 2003, an amazing event took place in Southern Sudan. A few miles from the front line of one of Africa’s longest and most brutal conflicts, thousands of young people came together to compete in a barefoot, bootleg Olympics. War Games tells the compelling story of the realization of the Twic Olympics. It follows events as they unfold, providing an intimate portrait of a community devastated by war, yet still determined to make the most of every moment. The documentary was recently screened by BBC World as part of their Africa Lives season. Director: Marc Allen
Documentary. 2005. United Kingdom/Sudan. 58 min. Dinka and Arabic, Subtitled

We may be able to have Sudanese young people speak after these two films. The Human Rights Center at the University of MN has a few leads.

The Letter
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The Letter explores what American news outlets have dubbed the "Somali invasion" of Lewiston, Maine, an insulated, predominantly white former mill town stuggling to maintain its equilibrium in a rapidly changing economy. Filmmaker Ziad H. Hamzeh probes the reactions of city officials and citizens to the sudden influx of 1,100 former Somali refugees who, deciding that Lewiston offers the best of all environments, choose to relocate there en masse in the wake of the tragedy on 9/11. A firestorm of controversy erupts when Lewiston Mayor Larry Raymond sends an open letter to the Somali elders advising them to tell other Somalis not to move into the city. THE LETTER documents the ensuing crosscurrents of emotions and events, including a "hate rally" convened by The World Church of the Creator and counter "peace" rally involving nearly 4,000 Lewiston residents supporting ethnic and cultural diversity. 

Director: Ziad H. Hamzehc
Documentary. 2003. USA
English and Arabic, subtitled 

John & Joan

A hypnotic expose of the offshore labour market, JOHN & JANE follows the outsourced American dream to South Asia, observing the lives of six young Indian call centre employees. Working numbing graveyard shifts in order to target American consumers during ideal hours, the film's subjects have diverse perspectives on their work, from (most often) wholehearted embrace of Western values and the pursuit of wealth to helpless disgust and anger. But these workers get so much more than their (meager) salary; they also undergo some eye-opening indoctrination - everything from quasi-religious services to lectures on the superiority of American society (illustrated by citing the greater variety of choice available at convenience stores). This chilling cultural colonialism is most bizarrely exemplified by Namara (a.k.a. Naomi), who adamantly claims to be "naturally blond" and speaks in an unnerving mutation of a Texas accent. A haunting and often heart-breaking glimpse of the unseen effects of the global economy. 

Director: Ashim Ahluwalia | India | 2005 | 83 min

Crossing Arizona




With Americans on all sides of the issue up in arms and Congress embroiled in a knock-down-drag-out policy battle over how to move forward, CROSSING ARIZONA shows how we got to where we are today . . .

Heightened security in California and Texas has pushed illegal border-crossers into the treacherous Arizona desert in unprecedented numbers – an estimated 4,500 a day. Most are men in search of work, but increasingly the border-crossers are women and children seeking to reunite with their families. This influx of migrants crossing through Arizona and the attendant rising death toll have elicited complicated feelings about human rights, culture, class, labor and national security.

“Crossing Arizona” examines the crisis through the eyes of those directly affected by it. Frustrated ranchers go out day after day to repair cut fences and pick up the trash that endangers their livestock and livelihoods. Humanitarian groups place water stations in the desert in an attempt to save lives. Political activists rally against anti-migrant ballot initiatives and try to counter rampant fear mongering. Farmers who depend on the illegal work force face each day with the fear that they may lose their workers to a border patrol sweep. And now there are the Minutemen, an armed citizen patrol group taking border security into their own hands. As up-to-date as the nightly news, but far more in-depth, “Crossing Arizona” reveals the surprising political stances people take when immigration and border policy fails everyone.

This film is available through the Human Rights Center at University of MN
Men the Edge- Fisherman’s Diary
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On the border between Gaza and Israel lies an isolated and abandoned beach where, against all odds, Israeli and Palestinian fishermen lived and fished together from 1999 to 2003. The Palestinians were teaching the Israelis ancient fishing techniques transmitted from one generation to the next and the Israelis, by their presence, were enabling the Palestinians to continue to fish in Israeli waters. The film intimately and beautifully documents these four crucial years in the lives of this eclectic group of men from warring cultures, who are brought together by their shared work and the natural threats they face each day in the open sea. Ultimately it is not the harshness of nature that is the greatest obstacle to their work, but the pressures of politics and the fighting surrounding their enclave. Avner Faingulernt and Macabit Abramzon – Israel – 2005 – 90m – video – doc

In Arabic and Hebrew with English subtitles

A Closer Walk / A Woman’s Face (both shown in same evening)
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A Closer Walk   

Directed by Academy Award nominee Robert Bilheimer and narrated by Glenn Close and Will Smith, this powerful film is the first to depict humankind's confrontation with the global AIDS epidemic. Subjects and story lines encompass the broad spectrum of the global AIDS experience and include people with HIV/AIDS from all regions of the world and from walks of life: AIDS children and orphans and those caring for them; doctors, nurses, and social workers; human rights advocates; and prominent scientists, economists, researchers, government leaders, and NGO officials. The film's basic themes remain the underlying causes of AIDS; the relationship between health, dignity, and human rights; and the universal need for action, compassion, and commitment to counter what has become the worst plague in human history. Director: Robert Bilheimer
2002. USA. 85 min. English
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   A Woman’s Face
A Woman's Face explores the link between gender inequality and the disproportionate spread of HIV and AIDS among women in Sub-Saharan Africa. Filmed on location in Kampala, Uganda, the filmmakers ask women in different communities if they feel men and women are equal in Uganda today. Women offer a wide range of answers, spanning the class system and highlighting the multiple truths and complexities of AIDS in Africa today. Director: Lucy Starbuck
Documentary. 2005. Uganda/United Kingdom. 11 min. Lugandan and English, Subtitled.

Dr. Bosola Akinsete of Saint Louis Park formerly of Lagos, Nigeria will attend as a facilitator.  Dr. Akinsete works for both HCMC and Health Partners as an Infectious Disease Specialist.  She speaks frequently around town regarding the HIV/AIDS crisis in Africa and the world.  

Scared Sacred

.
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Special Jury Prize, Toronto International Film Festival
Audience Award (Runner-up),Vancouver International Film Festival

In a world teetering on the edge of self-destruction, award-winning filmmaker Velcrow Ripper sets out on a unique pilgrimage. Visiting the 'Ground Zeros' of the planet, he asks if it's possible to find hope in the darkest moments of human history. Ripper travels to the minefields of Cambodia; war-torn Afghanistan; the toxic wasteland of Bhopal; post-9/11 New York; Bosnia; Hiroshima; Israel and Palestine. This powerful documentary captures his five-year odyssey to discover if humanity can transform the 'scared' into the 'sacred'.
Deep in the jungles of Cambodia, Ripper meets Aki Ra, a child soldier forced to lay landmines for the Khmer Rouge. Today Aki wanders his ravaged country with a simple wooden stick, decommissioning thousands of mines each year. In the shattered land of Afghanistan, Ripper searches for a Sufi musician who was banned from performing or even listening to music, by the reign of fundamentalism. The musician discovered a way out: he filled his house with songbirds. In each Ground Zero, Ripper unearths unforgettable stories of survival, of ritual, resilience and recovery.
Scared Sacred deftly weaves together stunning footage with haunting memories, inspirational stories, and an evocative soundscape. Featuring an engaging, first-person narrative, this film is an exquisite portrait of a search for meaning in times of turmoil, a luminous gift to a world in shadows. Director: Velcrow Ripper
Documentary. 2004. Canada. 110 min. English, Subtitled
Little Piece of Mind *
[image: image7.jpg]


After witnessing a terror attack, Nadav, a twelve year old Israeli boy, decides that adults can no longer be trusted and it's up to him to bring peace to the region. He organizes the development of a new movement, “Peace for the Future,” consisting of Jewish and Palestinian children from East and West Jerusalem, interested in promoting peace and understanding of other cultures. Reality however is harsher than any dream…can the good will of this younger generation prevail? This encounter with these children's political "adventure" offers a new perspective on an all too familiar reality and a glimpse of the emotional world these children are forced to deal with in the shadow of fear. Director: Eyal Avneri
Documentary. 2004. Israel. 56 min. Arabic, English and Hebrew, Subtitled.
Black Gold *
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Multinational coffee companies now rule our shopping malls and supermarkets and dominate an industry worth over $80 billion, making coffee the most valuable trading commodity in the world after oil. But while we continue to buy our lattes and cappuccinos in their millions, the price paid to coffee farmers remains so low that many have been forced to abandon their coffee fields. Nowhere is this paradox more evident than in Ethiopia, the birthplace of coffee. Tadesse Meskela is on a one-man mission to save his coffee cooperative’s 75,000 struggling farmers from bankruptcy. As they strive to harvest some of the highest quality coffee beans available to the international market, Tadesse travels the world in an attempt to find buyers willing to pay a fair price. Against the backdrop of Tadesse’s journey to London and Seattle, the more powerful sides of the international trading system come into focus. New York coffee traders, auction houses and the double dealings of trade ministers at the World Trade Organisation reveal the enormity of Tadesse’s task to find a long-term solution for his farmers. *Official Selection, Sundance Film Festival 2006. 

Nick Francis and Marc Francis, U.K., 2006, 78m, doc

In Amharic, Oromiffa and English with English subtitles
Rain in a Dry Land *
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In 2004, thirteen thousand Somali Bantu refugees realized their dream of coming to America. Rain in a Dry Land chronicles two years in the lives of two families as they leave behind a 200-year legacy of oppression in Africa to face new challenges. Filmmaker Anne Makepeace brilliantly succeeds in capturing every step of this remarkable journey - from their very different new homes in Massachusetts and Georgia, through their encounters with racism, poverty, and severe culture shock, to their ultimate survival in a new land. 

Anne Makepeace – 2006 – US/Kenya – 83m – doc 

In English, Mai Mai and Somali with English subtitles

Films are not listed in the order they will be shown.  If a film is not able to be obtained, or once viewed deemed unacceptable, an alternate will be chosen. 
*denotes alternate films 
