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Close the Gap: Capacity Building Workshop for 
Human Rights Commissioners
	When:
	Saturday, December 6, 2008



	Who:
	Up to 20 Human Rights Commissioners attending the Annual League of MN HRC  Human Rights Day Conference



	Where:
	University of Minnesota Law School, Human Rights Resource Center, 229-19th Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55455



	How:
	Submit a registration form to the Human Rights Center at humanrts@umn.edu. Should you have any questions, please e-mail or call 612-626-0041.




Close the Gap: The Case for Change [image: image2.png]



This new 5-part documentary series produced by the Twin Cities Public Television (tpt) in partnership with the Itasca Project examines the widening gaps between Minnesotans.  The Itasca Project had commissioned the Brookings Institution to research disparities in the Twin Cities. The Mind the Gap report has identified race, class, and place as factors of key importance to the vitality of the Twin Cities region. The series focuses on Minnesotans facing daunting struggles because of the color of their skin, their income, and where they live. It also offers some new ideas, solutions, and hope. 
The Community Guide on Race, Class, and Place Disparities in the Twin Cities

The Community Guide on Race, Class, and Place Disparities in the Twin Cities is a manual designed for Human Rights Commissions, non-profit organizations, and community organizers. It is an accompaniment to documentary series created by Twin Cities Public Television (tpt).


The first documentary, Making the Case, highlights the Itasca efforts in the region and introduces the findings of the Mind the Gap research. 

The other three documentaries on Race, Class, and Place focus on these three disparities in the Twin Cities by telling the stories of Minnesotans experiencing negative personal and community impact resulting from these gaps. 

The series concludes with Making Change, an inspiring collection of successful practices developed by individuals, local businesses, government services, and faith-based organizations.  
The purpose of this guide is to be the conduit for the documentary series into Minnesota communities to foster dialogue on how to eliminate race, class, and place disparities. It provides questions and activities that help to better understand these disparities and their causes, as well as to work to overcome them. From event planning and coordination to post-event evaluation, this guide will equip you with resources to make a difference in your community!
Close the Gap: Capacity Building Workshop for Human Rights Commissioners
Human Rights Commissions are seen as natural allies in engaging communities in meaningful dialogues about race, class, and place disparities and inspiring local action. The Human Rights Center would like to invite up to 20 local Human Rights Commissions for a one-day workshop to introduce the new documentary series and the Community Guide, and build capacity among Human Rights Commissioners to host Community Film Series and Dialogues on Race, Class, and Place disparities using these new video and community guide tools.
The workshop will:

· Demonstrate new resources and provide specific examples of how they can be used;
· Identify ways in which Human Rights Commissioners can use these resources in their communities;

· Engage Human Rights Commissioners in developing their own Community Films Series, and other events based on the new resources;
· Enable Human Rights Commissioners to design flyers for advertising and outreach;
· Promote opportunities for Human Rights Commissioners to know how to facilitate discussions on race, class, and place disparities in their diverse communities.

Registration Form

Close the Gap: Capacity Building Workshop for Human Rights Commissioners
Date: Saturday, December 6, 2008
Location: University of Minnesota Law School, Minneapolis.
NOTE: This workshop is only open to individuals who attended the Human Rights Day Conference on Friday, December 5, 2008.
Name:
Contact Information:

Street: ____________________________ City: __________________________

State: _____________ Phone Number: __________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________
Human Rights Commission: __________________________________________________________________
Street: __________________________________ City: __________________________

State: _____________ Phone Number: __________________________

Will you need a hotel room for Friday, Dec. 5? YES ________ NO ________

Do you have any dietary restrictions? YES ________ NO ________
If YES, please describe: ______________________________________________________________________

Will you need travel expense reimbursement? (NOTE: Travel reimbursement will not be available to Twin Cities participants) YES ________ NO ________

Are you able to hold a Human Rights film event within 6 months after this workshop?        
YES ________ NO ________

If YES, please describe your ideas for a Human Rights film event in your community: ________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Return this form to humanrts@umn.edu, by fax at (621) 626-7592, or by mail at: 

University of Minnesota Law School 

Human Rights Center 

Mondale Hall N-120 

229-19th Ave South

Minneapolis, MN 55455

For questions or comments, feel free to call us at (621) 626-0041.

