JUDGING CRITERIA FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AWARDS

This award is for specific activity that has enhanced or protected human rights in Minnesota. 

The Minnesota Human Rights Law (MS 363) will help to define “human right” for purposes 

of this award. Especially, the award will not be given for work, though praiseworthy, in 

“human services” such as programs for substance abusers; battered spouses, and other such social programs.

The nominee must be a resident of the state of Minnesota at the time the contribution was made.

The contribution must represent a substantial effort toward winning or preserving equality and justice for groups of people whose circumstances make them vulnerable to prejudice, discrimination, or injustice. Vulnerable groups may be (but need not necessarily be) the “protected classes” defined in the Minnesota Human Rights Law, namely, those who may suffer discrimination because of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, disability, dependence on public assistance, age, or family status.

The contribution may be in the form of one act, or a series of activities over a period of time.

Judges may give priority to nominees whose contributions had an impact on a substantial number of Minnesota residents (perhaps among others).

Judges may give priority to nominees whose contributions extend to statewide, rather than just 

to local, significance.

Judges may give priority to nominees whose contributions affected more than one class of vulnerable people.

Judges may give priority to nominees whose main mission or purpose is to protect/enhance rights, rather than to those whose contribution occurred as an accident or byproduct of their work.

Judges may give priority to nominees whose contributions were made more recently, such as during the 14 months prior to the presentation of the award.

Judges may decide to give no award.

Members of the League of Minnesota Human Rights Commissions board of Directors, and paid employees of the Minnesota Department of Human Rights will be ineligible for this award.

