DEFINITIONS AND EXAMPLES OF KEY CONCEPTS

PRACTICES AND SKILLS

Grades 9-12

Civic Engagement- Adding one’s voice to community conversations on behalf of others. To participate in public life, encourage other people to participate in public life, and join in common work that promotes the well-being of everyone.
Critical Thinking- Analyzing and contemplating past, present, or future experiences and history. To develop the ability to be able to see multiple sides and perspectives of the story. Using critical thinking skills means to decide what to do or believe.
.

Examining Assumptions- An assumption is something taken for granted or accepted as true without proof.  An assumption can be a generalization based on limited experience.  
Identifying assumptions in a critical thinking skill.

Fulfilling Civic and Social Responsibilities- Adding one’s voice to community conversations on behalf of others. Participating in public life, encouraging other people to participate in public life, and joining in common work that promotes the well-being of everyone. Ensuring that our actions produce an overall positive impact on society and on the promotion and protection of human rights.
Integrating Human Rights into Personal Awareness and Behaviors- To perceive one's own existence, including one's own traits, feelings and behaviors. In addition, self-awareness is a personal understanding of the very core of one's own identity.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Self-awareness

Knowing Human Rights Standards- To know the principles that enforce human rights.  These standards include the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the US Constitution and Bill of Rights, and The Minnesota Human Rights Act, among many others.

The universal nature of human rights is literally written into the title of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Its Preamble proclaims the Declaration as a "common standard of achievement for all people and all nations.” 
http://www.un.org/rights/dpi1627e.htm
Participating in Civic Organizations- * See definition of civic engagement above.

